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more effectively among the churches to which the prophet John
had once addressed the letters of the Apocalypse. It was at any
rate in Phrygia that a new prophetic movement flared up in the
latter half of the second century which set problems to the
Church leaders in the chief centres of the Christian faith through-
out the world. There can be little doubt that Montanus and his
prophecy was in the mind of Irenaeus when he so plainly vindicated
the legitimacy of prophecy within the Church. Not that Irenaeus
was ever himself an adherent of the new movement, but he had
taken part in an attempt at reconciliation in connection with
Montanism1, and his words shew that he was deeply concerned
at the reaction which Montanism had*provoked2.
The 'New Prophecy,' as Montanism was often called, was
generated in the vivid expectation of the coming of the Kingdom
of Christ on earth, which filled the thoughts of many Christians
of this period3. When Gratus was proconsul of Asia4, Montanus,
formerly perhaps a priest of Cybele, fell into a trance at the village
of Ardabau in Mysia near Phrygia soon after his conversion, and
prophesied in the power of the Spirit. Two women, Priscilla and
Maximilla, were later likewise struck with the prophetic afflatus.
These left their husbands and joined themselves to the mission of
Montanus.
Our knowledge of the original Montanism is derived almost
entirely from the hostile reports of contemporary Asiatic Church
1 Eusebius, Hist. EccL v, 3, 4.
*  The text of the passage in Irenaeus referred to above (p. 455, n. i) is
very obscure as it stands.   If, with Ritschl, Bonwetsch, de Labriolle, and
others, we accept the emendation *pseudoprophetas qiddem esse volun? for
*pscudoprephetae qwdem esse volunt* everything fells into place.
*  Cf. the stories of the Syrian bishop who led out men, women and
children of his flock to meet Christ in the desert, and of the bishop in
Pontus who disorganized the life of many of his people by his confident
prophecy that the Judgment would come upon the earth within a year, re-
late*! by Hippolytus, In Daniel, iv, 18, 19,
4 Scriptor anon. ap. Eusebius, Hist. EccL v, 16, 7. Unfortunately the
proconsulship of Gratus cannot be fixed, and the date of the rise of Mont-
anism is uncertain. Epiphanius would fix it in A.D. 156-7 (Haer. XLVIII, i)
and this date is adopted by Bonwetsch, Harnack and others; Eusebius in 172
in the Armenian version of the Chronicm under Olympiad 238, i. (Cf.
de Labriolle, La crist Montamste^ p. 570 and cf. Hist. EccL iv, 27.) The
text of Epiphanius, Haer. LI, 33 as commented on by Holl, Berlin Corpus n,
p. 307 would support the dating of Eusebius. Cf. the full discussion in de
Labriolle, op. cit. pp. 569-89. It may be that the twodatings refer to different
events in Montanist history; so H. J. Lawlor and J. E. L. Oulton, The
Ecclesiastical History of Eusebiw, n, p. 180 sq.